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Date: 2712007 Fiony Melani Covle
o ‘Members of the Huuw Department: . Mavor
' Agricultre C ommutt‘ ' '
Fax: (406) 327.2122

Regarding: City of Missouia's Oppésition to HB 400
Total pages with cover: 3

If you did not receive all of the pages or if pages cannot be read, please call: 352-6063 as soon as
possible.

The information contained in this tucsionile message is legally privileged and confidential information
intended solely for the use of the persons or entitics named above. If vou are not such persons or-
entities, you are heieby notified that any distribution, dissemination, or reproduction of this facsimile
mzssage 13 strictly prolubited. If vou have received this message in error, please call the City of
Missoula, MT $52-6003 .
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Chairman Butcher and Members of the House Agriculture Commities: —

This is Mayor Jonn Engen's letrer of oppositior.

Melani Coyle
Administrative Secretary
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January 31, 2007

Chairman Edward Butcher, and

Members of the House Agriculture Commuitee
Montang House of Representatives

PO Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0400

Sent via email aud FAX 1o {406) 444.4823
Chairman Butcher and E\’Ie:mbérs of the House Agriculture Comumistes:

The City of Missoula would like to go on record in oppesition of Representative Dan Villa’s House
Bill 400, Current stats law provides the option of appointing a member of the Board of Supervisors of
the appliceble Conservation District to the City-County Planning Board. If that opnon 15 agreed upon,
the Planning Board members appeint a member from the Conservation Disrict Board o their board.

House Bill 400 changes that procedure by g:iving, the appointment power to the Conservation District ’
Board rather than to the Planning Bosrd. The City of Missoula does not support this legislation
because it essentially takes away local control of who is appointed to a local board.

The bill also expands the pool of possitle appointees to include the associate members of the
Conservation District Board. The City of Missoula is not adverse to this amendment knowing that any
memiber of the Conservation District Board must be qualified :nd kuowledgeable and already
participate in 21l aspects and responsibilities as the regular members, other than the voting.

We in Missoulz feel that it’s important to msintain local conirol of citizen board appointments. 1
respectfully ask that you talce into account my concern regarding the revision to the appotntment

provisions when considering this legisiation.

We urge you to not pass this bill out of committee.

ce: Alec Hansen, Montana League of Cites and Towns

Pharie: {406} 552-6001 Fax: (406) 327-2102 E-mail: mayur@icianissoula.mius




